St. Rita’s School

Fourth Grade News of the Week

January 17, 2012
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    It’s that time again! On February 2nd we will have Spelling Bees throughout the school and the 3rd and 4th graders will match wits in a competition in the 3rd grade classroom.  Congratulations to the 4th grade contestants: James Ermitano, Vivian Gosswiller, Inigo Lintag, Edward Lorenzo, Jennel Manalo, Miles Recasner, and our alternate, Isaac Alvarez. These students received their word lists on Friday, and are studying for the bee. Good luck!

   Hope you all had a good long weekend in celebration of Martin Luther King Jr. Day.

    During Catholic Schools Week, which begins on Sunday, Jan. 29th with Open House, the 4th graders will be preparing the Mass on Wednesday, February 1st.  Hope you can join us in prayer that day.

   Just a reminder about those Mission Projects – make sure the students have cited the books, websites, or materials they have used.  It’s all part of the process of learning how to retrieve information.  Projects are due on Jan. 23rd.

Subject Tidbits

Religion

-How Christians show love 

-The 4th, 5th, and 6th Commandments

-The 10 Commandments in daily life

-Test on Friday, Jan. 20, Chapter 11

Reading

-Focus on theme “A Changing America”

-More expository writing

-“Striking it Rich” – a Gold Rush story

-This ties into social studies 

-Comprehension and descriptive language

-Point of view

-Author’s purpose

Language Arts

-Learning to write a compare/contrast essay

-Adverbs and comparisons

-This week a mystery story project will be assigned. Students will be reading mysteries for their reading logs. Stay tuned!

-Spelling Lesson 17, test on Friday.

Math

-Mental math and division

-One-digit divisors

-Mixed review

-Some students still experience difficulty because they don’t have their multiplication facts memorized.  It becomes very difficult to do division if students don’t know multiplication facts! (Do I sound like a broken record? ()

Social Studies

-Mission projects due January 23; that’s next Monday!

-People who changed California

-California and the War

-More about the Gold Rush

Science

-The properties of sound

-Hearing sound

-Making sounds louder

-Mirrors and light

-How light/sound

Do you have problems with your children and video games?  Recent research says that parents can be more aware of what their children are seeing and doing on these games by:

-playing the games themselves to see what is involved

-limiting the child’s game time during the week and on weekends

-encouraging outdoor play

-letting children see you reading!

Hope that helps you! Mrs. Watson

