October 1, 2011

Dear Parents,

October’s here! In our classrooms, that means that this is the time of good cheer and color majesty: a time of delight, inside and outside; a time of scents and scenes, to sense and savor, and a time of seasonal excitement - black cats, spiders and bats, jolly jack-o-lanterns, masks and costumes, parties and trick-or-treats.

We officially welcome fall by devoting the entire week learning what this season is all about - the colors, the changes.  

What is fall without falling leaves?  On your trips to the park or maybe your own backyard, try to collect different kinds of leaves that are changing colors.  The children can bring them to school to share.  The children will trace and cut out leaf patterns to adorn our seasonal tree.

For squirrels that are getting ready for the winter, fall is the time for collecting nuts.  We will study how a farmer cares for the animals , plants crops and harvests their produce.   We will also look into some of the life cycles of our favorite farm animals, such as the chicken, horse and duck.

The end of October will be devoted to pumpkins and Halloween.  We will study how a pumpkin grows and how to take care of it.  We will cut one open, scoop out the seeds and look at the different parts of a pumpkin.  One of the things that we like to focus on during Halloween is to discuss the concept of real and make-believe.  At this age, a child is still not sure  about the difference and maybe frightened by certain Halloween costumes and decorations.  

We have begun learning our alphabet.  For a week, we will learn one letter - how it looks, sounds, and some things that begin with that letter sound.  Some weeks will be review weeks.  Every child will make a letter book where they will trace the letter and draw objects that begin with that letter sound at his/her own level.  At the language table, we will be tracing sandpaper letters with our fingers.  Try to go over the books that the children will take home each week.  

We have also started doing our number books.  We will follow the progression from zero to ten, while working on sets of numbers at a given time.  Once mastery in counting and one to one correspondence is achieved by the child, then he/she will move on to the next set of numbers.  We have been working on the numbers from zero to five.

For Religion, we will learn the story of Noah’s Ark.  We will make books to help reinforce their learning.  It will help a lot if you can go over this story with them at home.

We will have a very busy, highly challenging, but fun-filled month.  Please check the schedule for additional information on celebrations that will involve all the classes.

Thank you for your continued support.

Ms. Faina, Ms. Vicky, Ms. Monica, and Ms. Norma
