

Beginning November 27, the first Sunday of Advent, the words we say and hear at Mass are about to change.  The four parts of the Mass (Introductory Rites, Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy of the Eucharist, and Concluding Rites) will not change, but the new English translations of texts first written in Latin take on a more formal style than the translation currently used.  According to Paul Turner, author of Understanding the Revised Mass Texts, Second Edition, “some of the prayers will sound humbler, a bit more modest in the presence of an awesome God.  The prayers acknowledge the majesty of God and the boldness of the entire enterprise: human beings talking to God who made us.”
This week, the students at St. Rita’s School will focus on the changes to the first part of the Mass – the Introductory Rites.  One of the biggest changes to this part of the Mass is our response when the priest says, “The Lord be with you.”  Rather than responding with “and also with you,” our response will be “and with your spirit” – found to be a greater adherence to the original Latin.  To familiarize yourselves with the changes, ask your child what he or she is learning about in Religion class, visit www.usccb.org/romanmissal to gather more information, and attend this Wednesday night’s mandatory parent meeting.  Together, we can be fully prepared for the changes that are occurring with the start of the Advent season.
Amber Johnson, Principal

Box Tops

We will be collecting Box Tops this Thursday!  Thanks to all of you, we have already raised $150!  Keep up the great work!  

Faculty Update

Please welcome St. Rita’s new Kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Florence Farinas.  Mrs. Farinas is a highly qualified, credentialed educator with a passion for children and learning.  Mrs. Farinas graduated from Morse High School and earned her degree and credential from San Diego State University with a scholarship sponsored by the San Diego Education Fund.  She is a member of St. Rita’s Parish and native to the Southeast San Diego community.  Mrs. Farinas has worked in many school settings and enjoys the challenge of creating fun, engaging learning experiences for children.  Welcome!     
Parent/Teacher Conferences

Please see the attached Conference Schedule Form, so you can request a conference time.  In order for us to accommodate your request, forms must be received no later than Friday, October 28.  Thank you for your cooperation.                   

Walk-A-Thon

Walk-A-Thon information went home in last week’s family envelope.  This is a mandatory fundraiser, so each student is expected to collect a minimum of $20.  If a student collects $30 or more, he or she will earn a free Walk-A-Thon t-shirt to wear on the day of the event.  Adults can order a Walk-A-Thon t-shirt by completing the attached order form.  T-shirts are $10 each.
PTG Board Meeting

Please join us for the PTG Board meeting scheduled for TONIGHT at 6:30 p.m. in the faculty lounge.  Come help us plan for the upcoming Walk-A-Thon and annual school auction!  

Mandatory Parent Meeting

A mandatory parent meeting is scheduled for this Wednesday, October 19 at 6:30 p.m. in the school’s auditorium.   Information regarding Roman Missal changes and school safety will be presented.  At least one parent must attend.  Don’t forget to sign in at the door and feel free to use the free daycare service that evening in the annex building.  (See attached childcare interest form.)  Children attending daycare must be no younger than 5 years of age.  
Prayer Service
Please join us this Friday at 12:45 for a prayer service in the Church.  Everyone is welcome to pray with us!

60th Anniversary Commemorative T-Shirts

Going, going, gone!  Only a few select sizes remain of our 60th anniversary commemorative t-shirts.  As the annual Bazaar approaches, we will sell the t-shirts for a second time.  

50/50 Raffle

The PTG Board is happy to say the 50/50 Raffle is back by popular demand.  Purchase one raffle ticket for $20 giving you the chance to win $1000!  The selling of raffle tickets will begin at the parent meeting this Wednesday.  The winner will be announced at the annual auction on March 3, and the winner must be present to win.  Try your luck to support St. Rita’s School!  

Mark Your Calendars . . .

· Red Ribbon Week begins on Monday, October 24.

· The annual Walk-A-Thon is scheduled for Friday, November 18.  We hope you can join us!
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Check out the school’s lost and found for your child’s missing clothing!








