
As parents, you understand how your children benefit from Catholic education -- academic enrichment, spiritual and moral development, social responsibility, and exploration of gifts and talents.  With approximately 2.1 million students enrolled in Catholic schools throughout the United States, there are also economic advantages for the nation.  Each year, Catholic elementary and secondary schools save taxpayers an estimated $20 billion a year in education costs (NCEA’s Catholic Schools Marketing Handbook 2012, p. 67).  Considering the present economic climate, Catholic schools give us much to celebrate!  Thank you for investing in Catholic education and your child’s future!
Amber Johnson, Principal  
Good luck to our eighth graders who will take the High School Placement Test this Saturday!
December Students of the Month

Congratulations to the following students at St. Rita’s School who were named Peacemakers for the month of December:  Valerie Torres, Isaiah Palmer, Matthew Ancheta, Arianne Pablico, Timothy Ordonio, Tarrance James, Danielle Magat, Wyatt Papasin, and Alosina Morse.
The following students were recognized for their outstanding Citizenship in December:  Luis Gonzalez, Devin Bahralmeida, Julio Gonzalez, Mario Torres, Jennel Manalo, Aeron Palaganas, Alexander Sandejas, Timothy Romberger, and Jordan Brasfield.  Students receiving the Effort award for last month include:  John Anthony Lucado, Isabella Thielemann, Antonio Estudillo, Anna Pingol, Saraiah Uqdah, Hannah Menchaca, Cimone Manson, Tatyana Rodriguez, and Abigail Nocon.  We have almost reached the end of the second quarter!
Catholic Schools Week Pizza Lunch

Catholic Schools Week begins at the end of this month, and to conclude our week-long celebration, we are inviting parents and grandparents to join our students for a pizza lunch on Friday, February 3.  The pizza lunch will follow the awards ceremony and begins at approximately 11:30 in the school cafeteria.  Order forms for the pizza lunch will go home next Monday.

Bishop Robert Brom to Retire

To prepare for Bishop Brom’s retirement in 2013, Pope Benedict XVI has appointed Cirilo Flores to be Coadjutor Bishop effective as of January 4, 2012.  For more information on the Diocese of San Diego’s fifth Bishop, please visit the Southern Cross website.

PTG Board Meeting

On Monday, January 23, the PTG Board will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the faculty lounge to finalize plans for this year’s auction.  Please join us!  

Fifth Grade to Junior Theater

Keep Miss Wood, the fifth grade students, and parent volunteers in your prayers today as they travel to San Diego’s Junior Theater.

Photo/Video/Media Release Form

St. Rita’s School incorporates a variety of photographs, video, and other media in printed materials, on the website, and on displays to market Catholic education, to promote the school, and to highlight student achievement.  The attached form grants the school permission to include your child on school-related publications or recordings.  All families are asked to complete the form and return as soon as possible.  Please note that this form does not grant the school permission to use your child’s name in any of the publications and/or recordings.  If you do not authorize the school to include your child on any or all of the photographs or videos, please indicate this on the form.  Thank you for your cooperation!
Cyber-Safety

Many of our students use cell phones, often connected to the internet, and visit social media sites to communicate with their peers.  This is done almost daily, if not, several times a day.  Though current technological advances have many benefits, cell phone use and social media also have risks such as cyberbullying, harassment, depression, and privacy issues.  As your child’s primary educator, pay attention to the rules and regulations associated with social media sites.  For example, a person on Facebook must be 13 years of age to enter.  Furthermore, a child’s time on the internet should be limited as well as the sites they are entering.  Technology can take our students to new levels, but without the proper guidance and restrictions, the risks involved could be detrimental to your child’s overall development.    
Mark Your Calendars 
· Please join us on Friday, January 27 for our monthly prayer service at 12:45 in the Church.

· Join us for restaurant night at John’s Incredible Pizza in Plaza Bonita on Wednesday, February 1 between 5:30 and 8:30 p.m.  With food, fun, and entertainment, we can celebrate Catholic Schools Week.  
· Chocolate sale ends on Wednesday, January 25.
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