
Welcome back and best wishes to you and your families in the New Year!  Let the start of another year remind us to work hard to achieve our goals.  As we look forward to celebrating Catholic Schools Week at the end of this month, we focus on the theme of Faith, Academics, and Service -- essential components to a sound education here at St. Rita’s School.  Let’s work together to live out the mission of Catholic schools and our great school!

Amber Johnson, Principal  
Mass

Thank you to the Associated Student Body (ASB) for leading us in the liturgy on Friday.  Come celebrate with us at 8:45 a.m. in the Church for Mass preceding Sunday’s Epiphany celebration.

Minimum Day

School dismisses at 12:30 this Friday, January 6 for a faculty meeting, and daycare will be in session.  
Christmas Program DVD

Thank you for your patience while the Christmas program DVDs are completed.  We will send them home as soon as they are available.  

“Let Each One, Reach One”
On Sunday, January 29, St. Rita’s School will host an Open House, and all of you are invited to attend.  We are also asking you to spread the good news about SRS by providing us with contact information for friends, family, or even neighbors who show an interest in a quality, Catholic education.  Please take part in our “Let Each One Reach One” program by completing the attached sheet and returning it to school by Wednesday, January 11.  Thank you for sharing 
St. Rita’s story with everyone you know!
Class Wish Lists

Visit our school’s website and check out the class wish lists on the homepage’s slideshow or on your child’s class page.   Consider gifting your child’s classroom this New Year!
Chocolate Sale

Next Wednesday, January 11, SRS will begin its annual chocolate sale.  This is a mandatory fundraiser for our families, in which all students (maximum two boxes per family) must buy/sell at least one box of chocolate bars.  Your child will bring his or her box home next Wednesday!

Advent Mission Collection
The Holy Childhood Association (HCA) needs your help!  Before the Christmas break, we began collecting money for our Advent mission collection.  Don’t forget to turn in your Advent collection in a sealed envelope or plastic bag by Friday, January 6.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated, and what a better way to celebrate “little Christmas” or the epiphany than by giving to others. 
First Reconciliation Meeting

On Tuesday, January 10 at 6:30 p.m., parents of students receiving First Reconciliation must attend the mandatory meeting.  Mark your calendars!
Cathedral Catholic High School Volunteers

Thank you to the faculty members of Cathedral Catholic High School who will be on campus tomorrow to help with school projects.  Your service and outreach is greatly appreciated!

Auction: “Touch of Class”
Mark your calendars for Saturday, March 3 for the annual auction.  Additional solicitation letters are available by the main office, so please support this annual event (and the educational programs at St. Rita’s School) by soliciting local businesses and organizations.  
If you would like to make a monetary contribution to support this event, one hour of credit is awarded for every $15 spent.  The school’s fundraiser would not be possible without the help of school parents, so contact the school’s office for more information!
School Website

Visit www.stritassd.org for weekly newsletter updates.  Submit a newsletter request on the site if you wish to receive the Passport via email.  A huge “thank you” to preschool parent Mr. Huerto for his work on the website’s new design and continual updates.  

PTG President 2012-2013

We are currently looking for a school parent to serve as the PTG Board President for the 2012-2013 school year.  Contact the school’s office if you would like to fulfill this leadership role.

Mark Your Calendars 
· School will not be in session on Monday, January 16 due to the observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
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