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Yesterday’s Gospel from Mark exclaims “keep awake – for you don’t know when the master of the house will come” (Mark 13:33-37).  As we enter into the Advent season, the Gospel warns us to be ready to meet God at all times.  Certainly we can attend Mass and pray to prepare ourselves for our meeting with God, but there are many other forms of prayer that we often forget about.  Every act of love, kindness, and charity can be offered to God as a prayer.  
This Advent season, I encourage everyone in our school community to consider additional forms of prayer like helping another person in need, volunteering at a local charitable organization, or smiling at all who pass by.  Give it a try and remember to “keep awake!”       
Amber Johnson, Principal
Hot Lunch

The Hot Lunch program resumes today.  Hot lunches are available to purchase for $3.25 per meal.
Cold and Flu Season

Cold and flu season is in full blast!  As the Parent/Student Handbook states, “if your child is absent due to fever, it is imperative that he or she be fever-free without medication for 24 hours before returning to school” (p. 5).  I thank you in advance for your cooperation.  Your cooperation will help our school community remain healthy during this time of the year.  

Walk-A-Thon: Turkey Trot
Our annual Walk-A-Thon was a huge success!  Made possible only through the efforts of our parents, students, and faculty, the event raised almost $6,000 to support the educational programs here at SRS.  For families who have not met their financial obligations for this year’s Walk-A-Thon, you will receive a notification from Ms. Lety today.   
Thanks to everyone who supported this year’s event including the donors listed on the back of this newsletter.  If you have any suggestions for improvement for next year’s Walk-A-Thon, please do not hesitate to contact the office or join us for our next PTG Board meeting on Monday, December 12.                                          
Confession

Students in third through eighth grade will attend Confession this Wednesday, November 30 at 8:30 a.m.
Holy Childhood Association

On Thursday, December 1, we welcome Sister Eva Rodriguez who will share with the students her experience with the Holy Childhood Association (HCA).  When collecting mission money in school, all monies are donated to the HCA who responds to the needs of children in developing countries.  
Prayer Service

On Friday, December 2 at 11:00 in the Church, Miss Wood and the fifth grade class will lead us in prayer during our monthly prayer service.  Please join us!

Minimum Day
School dismisses at 12:30 this Friday due to a faculty meeting.  Daycare will be in session.

Auction

St. Rita’s annual auction is scheduled for Saturday, March 3.  Currently, the PTG Board and the room parents are seeking help from all members of our school community to create baskets for this year’s fundraiser.  All the money raised at the annual auction supports our school’s educational programs and helps us purchase updated textbooks for use in instruction.  Solicitation forms are available in the office if you wish to help or they can also be printed from our school’s website.  Please help!  

Mark Your Calendars . . .
· Please join us for Mass on the feast day of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Mass is next Thursday, December 8 at 9:00 in the Church.

· Join us for restaurant night at Ruby’s Diner in Mission Valley on Thursday, December 8.  See attached flyer!

· School will not be in session on Friday, December 9 due to a staff and faculty development day.


St. Rita’s School Thanks You!

Bronze Sponsors ($50) include: 

The family of kindergartener Robin Jayco

The family of 2nd grader Dexter Bautista 

The family of 6th grader Alexander Sandejas

The family of 7th grader Myles Domingo

Veronica Guerrero (Trilla R. Cajuliz DDS)

Gold Sponsor ($250) includes:

The family of 2nd grader Charles Guay

Thanks to these additional supporters of this year’s Walk-A-Thon: Barnes and Noble, Jamba Juice, Tommy’s Hamburgers, The ButcherShop Steakhouse, Sempra Energy, the Jones family, and the Huerto family.
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